ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

people stood about looking on, apparently from
idle curiosity, some enjoying the fun; but the
great mass of people simply passed by paying
no attention. In a country like that, laws
forbidding cruelty to animals will not be found;
but as we become more and more sensitive we
pass laws forbidding people in any way to
wound our moral sense or our feelings.

Certain things are forbidden under the name
of a "common nuisance." Foul water or
things emitting a disagreeable stench are not
permitted, even though they may not be con-
sidered unhealthful. If a factory is so situ-
ated that it makes a disagreeable noise, dis-
turbing sleep in the neighborhood, it may be
abated as a nuisance. And there can be little
doubt that as time goes on and we become more
sensitive to odors and sounds and sights, it will
appear to be even more for the welfare of so-
ciety that we stop these things. Where shall
a limit be placed? We doubtless are to go
still farther in the future in the way of pro-
tecting our artistic sense. In some localities
even now we forbid builders to put up certain
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